Wow, what an amazing week!

Thank you toALL for your prayers, love and financial support for
our Mission Trip to Alderson, West Virginia. Thig couldn't
have happened with out Glen Oak's help. We hawé @ bictures

and stories to share with you. We are truly blessdthve such an
amazing congregation.

Love, David and the whole mission team.



MISSION TRIP 2007 - ALERSON, WEST VIRGINIA
June 24-June 30

The youth have just come back from their mission trip to Alderson, West Virginia.
Alderson is a small town in the valley of the Appalachian Mountains. It took a 12 hour
car ride to get 29 Glen Oakers to West Virginia. We were not alone on this migsion tr

A group of 8 from Pennsylvania worked with us through the week. Some of them even
joined us on our white water rafting experience. There were so many exaitigg Wwe

did this past week but we just don’t have enough time to tell you as much as we would
like. We have hundreds of pictures depicting the fun we enjoyed this week. The mission
work was just as enjoyable as our free time, although the week was run dijfésentl

this mission trip than in years past.

Project #1

This site was a roofing crew that consisted of Britnee Clough, Jim Cotner anebtwo f
Pennsylvania (Mike and Brent). In addition, John Nelson and Andy Anderson helped
after completing their first job. We were working on a house for an elderly ctaple t

lived one block from the Community Center where we stayed. Our team finished the job
that was started the week before we arrived. Our portion of the roof was cahytéte

a lot of team work. The homeowners like to talk with the work crew and appreciated our
efforts.



Project #2

On Monday morning we were given our work assignments. Our first task wasipe, prime
and paint two porches for an Alderson lady hamed Phyllis. She had not beentshie her
house since the flood of 1996. Our team included Laura Cotner, Jacob (the Dividomef
Land Ministries intern) Heather Cotner, Jasmine Anderson, Share MortonjJ@iason, Alyssa
Jones, Ashley Winters and some of our new friends from Pennsylvania. Dastwd Btopped by
several times to lend a hand! Our teams rotated and there were timesevhad @xtra help — it
was welcomed. Most of our time was spent scraping old paint. It was a tldfcltime
consuming task. Some times we became discouraged because it didnhaeeewere making
any progress. But because our mission was one of love, we knew God would takeroanef
turn it into something wonderful. Once we finished scraping and began paietinggan to see
the finished product take shape. What a joyous sight.

Everyone had a paint brush or roller and worked hard to do the best job we could tolowkke
nice. The other job we worked on this week was in the cellar. Earlieriettlewe took down
the insulation and replaced it with new. Soon after we tore down the neatimsw@nd replaced
it a second time because it was not the correct size. This time wbdt of the team worked to
continue scraping and painting the porches, Heather, Jacob and Mrs. Cotner iwdinkeclear.
They were able to get the insulation installed successfully. Howewd® this, we needed a
small (and willing) person to crawl on their back into cramped and pretyyodinditions in the
cellar. Heather was a trooper. With Jacob’s guidance the new ioedtaiked great!



Project #3

Our job site at the beginning of the week was Juanita’s traileris@tmeelderly lady who simply
wanted to have a little shade when she sat on her porch. Our mission waa togfwin the
frame that was built the previous week and to tie it into the tranéth a lot of teamwork from
Theresa (our local crew leader from Alderson) Grandma Joanne (from RanieyCollin (also
from Pennsylvania) Andy Anderson, Grant Cotner and John Nelson, we were adlé to g
finished after the second day! On day one we faced the challenge of puttingbagpbmd tin
roof on a slightly cracked frame. On day two we put braces to stabilizeaheWe also put
flashing, hung a gutter and downspout and tarred all the seams to make suneetbaro leaks.
In the afternoon of the second day Juanita came out. Sat on the porch under the newheof, i
shade and read the newspaper. She was very happy and we left her home tadwregnade
a difference in her life. That to me is the rewarding part of doing tfiimgshers.



Project #4

We were building a sidewalk for Kay Allen aka Mamma Kay. This is the onlyfaray
her to get her wheelchair to the garage. We staked in forms and wheelbagrawetdo
put in place before the concrete. It was crazy heavy! Then we had toadightsolid
rock, using shovels to get the sidewalk to reach the garage. Then Thursday it was
delivered. We joined with Mrs. Cobb’s group. We all poured concrete and it looked
beautiful. It was a lot of hard work, but it felt good to be helping and having fun
together. (Our group was Katie Brite, Jacob Williams, Sarah Cotner andQaiob.)



Project #5

Our team consisted of Denny Eaton, Debbie Anderson, Andrea Nelson, Keri Anderson
and three ladies from Pennsylvania. We named our group “If Jesus were a woman”.
Later in the week Shane, Grant and Joe Jones joined us. We worked on a trailer home
that had been damaged in the flood of 1996. Ethel, the homeowner, sat outside and
visited with us for eight hours each day and sometimes helped out. We tore off rotting
gutter wood of the house and remodeled it with fresh wood. We attached a door to the
access panel that went under the trailer. We put trim around the whole house. We tore
off rotting wood around the edge of the roof and the group next week will fix it up. We
built a stand for her window air conditioner unit so it would no longer sag out the
window. We had a wonderful time working together with the church family and our new
friends from Pennsylvania. We discovered skills we never knew we had.



Project #6

Our team was Ashley Elias, Hannah Chapman, Kristie Cobb, Jeff Anderson, Michael
Jones and Kathy Cobb. Our site was out in the hills of Alderson. The home was
originally built as a get away cabin and since it was built additions had beenathde t
home, but the house was never structurally sound. The crew before us took shingles off
the house and we were to build a roof onto the house. When we arrived the ceiling had
major cracks and the insulation was beginning to fall into the house. We actually ended
up having to rip down the ceiling and one wall in the bathroom because the damage was
so terrible. Our group prepared the roof for tresses. Because of the ceilirgedargear
holes were forming in the kitchen, bedroom, and spare bedroom. After the tresses we
up our crew finished applying the plywood, building a porch and putting on the roofing
felt. All our hard work will enable the groups next week give the owners alsaise.



This week held many sweet and bittersweet moments. As you have heard, many of th
jobsites had to tear down work that we had already done and rebuild. For many of us, we
did rebuilding in our lives. This week, we tore down previous temporary foundations and
built again with God’s guidance. We filled our lives with new friendships, fun memori

and a lasting relationship with our Lord. We prepared ourselves to make changes in our
lives that we realized we needed. We did this by interacting with the peoplder&a,

our fellow Christians from Pennsylvania and ourselves. We were equipped to make a
difference in our community and realize we do not have to be far away on a migsion tri

to do so. We are in each other’s hearts encouraging each other. The warm femzies w

for this purpose. | hope you as a church can see and feel a difference in each of us.

Thank you to all who offered prayers and support for our group. We recognize the

many hours of preparation and dedication that David made to make this trip possible. He
had many health concerns both prior to the trip and each morning, but he made it through
and we were so pleased to have him with us. We also could not have done the trip
without Karen Goulden. She made delicious meals each day and was there asia consta
sounding board and rock of support to each of us. The Pennsylvania people commented
after our first youth created and lead worship service how spirit filled ouhn yzere and
although we were very humbled with the comments, we assured them that they were not
perfect. The Pennsylvania folks quipped back, “Well pretty darn close to perfect the
Hopefully, you as a congregation know how very appreciative every single member of
this group is and you can take great pride in how Glen Oak has represented you this pas
week. Thank you again.



